Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 09151 241838Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO COME-OO EB-07 INT-05 HUD-02 
NAS-01 NSF-02 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 FEA-01 /045 W 

078410 242347Z/70 

R 241619Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9117 
ERDA WASHDC 
ERDA GERMANTOWN MD 

UNCLAS MOSCOW 9151 

ERDA FOR HILL 

DEPT PASS INTERIOR FOR BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

DEPT PASS HUD FOR DE HANCOCK 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: US-USSR S&T AGREEMENT: (01.1 20403) POLYMER CONCRETE 

1 . U.S. DELEGATION ON POLYMER IMPREGNATED CONCRETE REPORTED 
JUNE 23 TO SCICOUNS ON COMPLETION OF HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 
VISIT TO MOSCOW, KIEV, TASHKENT, UZBEKISTAN. U.S. 

DELEGATION STATED SOVIETS WERE HIGHLY COOPERATIVE AND INFORMATIVE 
THROUGHOUT THEIR TRIP WHICH AFFORTED AN OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW 
POLYMER IMPREGNATED CONCRETE IN A WIDE VARIETY OF APPLICATIONS. 
SOVIETS ARE REPORTED TO BE PRODUCING BETWEEN 12 TO TWENTY 
THOUSAND CUBIC METERS OF THIS MATERIAL PER YEAR. 

2. SOVIET USES OF POLYMER CONCRETE INCLUDE STILLING BASINS 

FOR HYDROPOWER DAMS, CHEMCIAL PLANT PIPE AND CANAL LINING AND 
IN OTHER EROSIVE OR CORROSIVE ENVIRONMENTS. SOVIETS ARE ALSO 
USING POLYMER CONCRETE IN BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, WHERE HIGH 
STRENGTH-TO-WEIGHT RATIO (FOUR TO FIVE TIMES STRONGER THAN 
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REINFORCED STEEL) MAKES USAGE ECONOMICAL. SOVIETS REPORT 
PLANS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A FIVE MILLION RUBLE POLYMER CONCRETE 
PLANT IN MOSCOW IN 1978 FOR PRODUCTION OF CONCRETE PIPE. 

3. U.S. DELEGATION REPORTED THAT PLANS ARE AGREED FOR SEPTEMBER 
SOVDEL AND U.S. RETURN VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION IN 1978 AND 

AN EXCHANGE OF RESEARCHERS FOR PERIODS OF UP TO SIX WEEKS IN 1979. 
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5. COMMENT- IN CONTRAST TO U.S., WHERE POLYMER CONCRETE IS 
STILL LARGELY A LABORATORY CURIOSITY, THE SOVIETS HAVE BEEN 
MAKING GREAT STRIDES IN APPLICATION OF THIS INNOVATIVE 
BUILDING MATERIAL. THE U.S. SHOULD STAND TO BENEFIT 
FROM CONTINUED CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE SOVIETS IN THIS FIELD. 
THE EMBASSY ALSO WISHES TO NOTE THAT EXCELLENT PREPARATION 
OF THE U.S. DELEGATION, WHOSE THOROUGH GROUNDING IN SOVIET 
TECHNICAL LITERATURE ON POLYMER CONCRETE BEFORE ARRIVAL 
CONSIDERABLY ENHANCED THE PRODUCTIVITY OF THE VISIT. END 
COMMENT. 
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